Chapter 15:: Zeke LeCross


“Uhnnn…” Karina moaned and tried to sit up, her head dizzy and her eyes blurry. She fell back down to something soft and whispered, “Where am I?” 


“You’re on the Infinity.” A voice said quietly.


“What?” Karina sat up and looked around, but no one was there. “…I could’ve sworn I heard someone…” She looked around the almost empty room. There was a small bed in the corner, which she was laying on, and a few other pieces of furniture. She walked up to the door and attempted to open it, but it was sealed shut. 


She sat down and shut her eyes. “What is going on?” She sighed, and then memories came back to her. Memories of Sierra attacking her, of the world going black a few moments afterwards.


“That traitor…” She whispered, clenching her hands. She felt her anger rise as she thought of the many times Sierra had helped her, and how Sierra was probably trying to think up some plan to betray them.


Karina bit her bottom lip and choked down tears. Tears of being so stupid to trust her, tears of anger, tears of fear and tears of feeling like she wouldn’t see the one person she wanted to see more than anything.


“No…” Karina whimpered and fell back to the bed, tears falling down her face. “I’ve got to get out of here…” She whispered.


“Let go of me!” Sierra snapped and twisted around, a few guards holding her tightly. “I said let me GO! If you don’t…” She growled.


“Let her go.” A voice said from behind.


“But sir…” One of the guards blinked and loosened his grip on her.


“I said…. Let her go.” The young man’s voice repeated. 


The guards nodded and let her go, Sierra falling to the ground. 


“Now, leave.” He said and the guards slowly left the room.


Sierra looked up, and her heart stopped. Standing before her was a young man, looking to be around the age group of 15-18, with deep skin the color of amber and a pair of brilliant royal blue eyes, and wild gleaming silver hair. Her mouth gaped and she whispered, “Si-Sigurd…? It can’t be… you’re…”


“Younger…?” The younger ‘Sigurd’ whispered, folding his arms.


“…” Sierra stood up and squinted. “What…?”


“You see…” He smiled. “Back when we were the Elements, our DNA was taken as well. Why shouldn’t our powers be used to help as well?”


“So… Hyuga, Jessiah and Khar are all here as well…?” Sierra blinked.


“Of course…” He smiled a little, turning away. 


“After you left… there must have been other Elements, though… What happened to them?” Sierra sat down.


“…Something went wrong…” Sigurd walked up to her. “Their clones died soon afterwards. They wouldn’t have been very useful, anyway.”


“Hunh.” Sierra folded her arms and sat down in the corner of the room.


“Anyway…” The younger Sigurd walked up and moved very close to her. “Keep out of trouble, or you’ll regret it.” He hissed, before he left. He locked the door.


“Ugh…” Sierra rolled her eyes.


“What am I going to do…?” Karina folded her arms around her legs and frowned. “…” She looked down and clamped her eyes shut. 


“Hello, lady Karina. Long time no see.” A voice said from behind her.


Karina looked up, her body suddenly going cold. The hair on the back of her neck rose and she shivered slightly. “No…” She whispered, recognizing his voice.


“Did you miss me?” It said again and a hand rested on her shoulder. She slowly turned around and felt her heart stop at what she saw…


He leaned over and gave her a tiny peck on the forehead. A large scar ran down his face, his smile was cold but he was unmistakably the same person from before. “…Billy…?” She whispered.


“Hello…” His eyes glinted with a cold gleam.


“You’re the one… the one who hurt him…” She whispered. “You’re the clone…”


“Give the girl a prize…” Billy said gently and leaned closer, putting a hand on her face. “You’re so pretty…” He whispered, his eyes glinting.


“Please go…” Karina stuttered and slipped back, but every time she slid back, he moved forward, pinning her against the wall.


“I’d love to be yours, little angel…” He whispered, licking his lips. “Would you like to… say… launch my gear… I could pleasure you so much…”


Karina’s eyes widened and she tried to pull away.


“Let go of me!” She screeched, but he held her tight. “Please!!” Karina yelled and kicked, trying to get him away.


“Calm down, pretty angel…” He muttered and pushed her down, pressing all his weight on her.


“N-no! I won’t let you!!” Karina blushed and continued to struggle. 


“Hey!” A voice said from behind them.


The clone of Billy growled and sat up. “Get out.”


A young man walked up and folded his arms. “First of all, Black, you have instructions to report to the Med. Bay, and second… I think you oughta keep you tongue out of Karina’s mouth.”


Billy stood and walked up to the young man. “And are you going to be the one to try and stop me, soldier? Good luck.” He hissed and walked by after looking back and saying, “I’ll see you again, Miss Karina. You can be sure of that.” And after that, he left.


Karina sat up and blinked. “…I don’t believe it…” She whispered.


The young man who had come in smiled. He wore a uniform, hunter green, like the ones the guards wore. His hair was wild, spiked and blonde, his eyes a shimmering emerald shade. He was taller than Bart at least, tanned and muscular. “Hello, Karina. It’s nice to see you again.”


Karina stood up. “Zeke!” She smiled.


“Did he hurt you…” Zeke whispered and stepped forward.


“No…” Karina replied and shook her head.



“I don’t believe it… I thought you had managed to escape… but then… that bounty hunter brought you back.” He hissed.


“I was saved by a group of the most wonderful people… And then she showed up. A while later she betrayed me and now I’m back here again…” Karina said gently.


“I knew that they sent that freak to get you… And then he came back with a bullet wound in his gut and a bunch of scratches all over his body…” Zeke looked back. “Who shot him?”


Karina looked down. “He is a clone…”


“I know that, Karina. Of who, I don’t know.” He muttered.


“The person he was a clone of… Billy Lee Black… He was the one. He got hurt protecting me…” She clenched her fist and looked down.


Zeke stepped closer and folded his arms. “You mean… One of the people who rescued you… is his original host?” 


“…Yes… And I miss him so much…” She turned around.


Zeke put his hands on her shoulders and hugged her gently. “I’m happy to see you… But I’m not happy to see you stuck in here…” He muttered.


“Zeke…?” Karina whispered.


He turned her around, took her chin in his hand and smiled. “I’m gonna get you out of here and back to that Billy kid.” 


Karina blinked. “…You don’t know how much that would mean to me…”


“…Well damn that woman who took you from freedom, Karina.” He hissed and stepped back.


“How are we going to get out…?” Karina sat down. 


“Shh…” Zeke whispered and walked up to a vase in the corner of the room. He picked it up and pulled something out, crushing it between his fingers. “I was on security earlier and this is the only surveillance camera in this room. Pretty dumb to only have one, though…” He muttered.


“Then… couldn’t they already know…?” Karina whispered.


Zeke looked at the clock and shook his head. “Not right now. They’re keeping their eyes on the testing area right now.”


Karina looked down. “Only if you’re sure.”


“Sure I’m sure, Karina. Don’t doubt me for one minute.” He grinned. He stepped closer. “I’m gonna come and get you tonight. I’m supposed to go out in one of the small cargo planes to pick up some supplies from Cimerion. We can use that plane to get back to your precious little buddies.” 


“But I’m not even sure were this ship is in comparison to where the Yggdrasil is…” Karina said gently.


“The Yggdrasil? You mean that airship docked outside of Cimerion…?”


“How did you know about that?” Karina blinked.


“A lot of the workers here won’t stop talking about it… I’m pretty sure I know how to get to it…” Zeke smiled. “Are you OK with it?”


Karina nodded and hugged Zeke. “Thank you so much…” She whispered. “You don’t know how much this means to me…” 


Zeke smiled. “Don’t mention it…” He said gently and left the room. 


“How are the repairs going, Brad?” Bart asked and jumped down the the console Brad was working on.


“Almost done, patchie. I’m gonna wind that Sierra chick’s Gear around one of the propellers and let it go from there…” Brad said, not looking up.


“Don’t worry dude, we’ll get Karina back. My repairmen are almost done getting the Gears to operate again.” Bart climbed back up.


“Good.” Brad replied.


“She’s going to pay for this.” Fei said, leaning against a railing.


“I just hope Miss Karina is OK…” Elly bit her lip and folded her arms.


“I just know she’ll be much better when we get her back here.” Maria nodded.


“But Billy isn’t taking this too well.” Rico muttered.


“How could he?” Elly whispered.


“It’s so obvious that he’s mad about her, Rico.” Fei nodded.


“They’re the perfect couple.” Maria smiled. “I just wish people would let them be together without all of these… problems.”


“Yeah, and maybe they’d be better off WITHOUT the butting in of certain people.” Rico said and everyone glared at Bart.


"Fffffffffiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnneeee!" Bart sneered and exited the room.


"Damn it!" Billy snapped and slammed his fist against the wall. "Why are we just standing around?!"


"Getting all flustered about it isn’t going to help her any.” Jessie replied.


“And us just standing around doing nothing is?!” Billy glared at his father, then looked back at the window. “I promised to protect her and I failed.”


“Billy, you can’t be everywhere all the time! You couldn’t have protected her forever!”


Billy gritted his teeth and choked back tears. “I could have! I would have if I weren’t so pathetic to just tell her the truth!” He blurted and looked at Jessie. “I’m so afraid. I don’t understand all the feelings I’m experiencing.”


“Billy…”


“I-I mean… I feel like I’m falling and flying and drowning and melting and freezing and dying and living all at once. And it gets worse when she smiles at me. I love feeling this way, but sometimes I just want it to stop. Sometimes I wish we had never met so that I wouldn’t have to be afraid of hurting her, but then I feel like I wouldn’t have been able to go on if I hadn’t.” Billy cried and looked back at the window. “And now Sierra took her away and I might not see her again!”


“Good lord, Billy!” Jessie snapped. “You’re acting like the monkey woman done threw your wife into a black hole!”


Billy looked down. “You just don’t understand…”


“I understand just fine, boy!” Jessie folded his arms.


“No you don’t, dad!” Billy looked back at him. “I’m going through hell just thinking about what’s going to happen to her!”


Jessie sighed. “You’re in love, boy. That’s all.”


“That’s all?!” Billy snapped. “It sure doesn’t feel like that’s all!”


“You know, you sound kind of like your mother when you panic. All screechy.” Jessie laughed a little.


“…Weren’t you ever afraid you were going to lose Mother?” Billy sighed.


“…Because I wasn’t there for her was why I lost her, boy.” Jessie hissed. “I wanted to be there for her, I really did, for all of you.”


“Well right now I’m not there for Karina. I’m not there for the woman I love!”


“I wouldn’t exactly call Karina a woman.” Jessie snorted.


“Shut up, dad!” Billy snapped. “Don’t you get it?! You didn’t think Mother would get killed while you were gone did you?! Answer me!”



Jessie looked away. “No, I didn’t.”


“Well, I can’t take those chances! I need her, dad! I’m not going to stand by and let anything happen to her.” Billy snapped.


“You have your mother’s stubborn attitude too, Billy.” Jessie whispered.


Billy looked down. “I just want to see Karina smile again… I just want her to be OK…” 


“You will, Billy.” Jessie folded his arms.


“Do you think that she’s thinking about me?” Billy sighed.


“I’d be willing to bet she is.” Jessie smiled. “You know the first time you two looked at each other it was like the first time me and Racquel saw each other?”


Billy smiled a little. “Really?”


“Yeah. I wouldn’t be surprised if you two ended up getting married.” Jessie smiled back.


“But not a shotgun wedding, right dad?” Billy said sarcastically.


“Hey, you would’ve been a sin if we hadn’t gotten married before you popped out.” Jessie chuckled.


Billy looked away. “I just hope she’s OK…” 


“Your worry wart is going to explode if you don’t ease up, William.” Jessie laughed and left the room.


“Whatever…” Billy whispered and looked back out the window. “Kari, please take care…”


“I’ve gotta get out of here…” Sierra growled and stood up. “They’re gonna do God-knows-what and then kill me! Oh hell no, Sierra don’t play that game!” She growled and kicked the door. “Whichever goon is guarding the door, get in here!” She yelled.


“Not falling for it, LeRage.” The guard called back.


“Damn, their goons are getting smarter. I used to be able to trick people with the old ‘my-leg-hurts-rub-it-then-hit-them-upside-the-head-with-a-frying-pan-trick’…” Sierra scowled. “Hmn, seems I’m gonna have to use some of that old Sierra Era Ingenuity.” She grinned, and then paused. “Thought I don’t normally use ingenuity… I normally just bust my way out by tricking stupid guards with these babies!” She grinned and looked down at her chest.

